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( 2 0 2 0 ) 
  

for saxophone quartet 

Jointly commissioned by the Georgia Music Teachers Association  
and the Music Teachers National Association in 2020 as part of the 

MTNA Composer Commissioning Program  

Selected for the MTNA 2020 Distinguished Composer of the Year Award

Approximate Duration: 12 minutes 

• B♭ Soprano Saxophone 
• E♭ Alto Saxophone 
• B♭ Tenor Saxophone 
• E♭ Baritone Saxophone 

Performance Notes: 
All accidentals carry through the measure and apply only to the octave in which they appear. In 
highly chromatic passages, courtesy accidentals have been provided. All key signatures have 
been excluded. 

!" = !"  at all meter changes. 

Slap-tongue techniques are indicated by at “+” symbol, and is always a pitched “slap tone” 
technique. It may be helpful for performers to practice matching slap tongue dynamics in areas 
of the piece where the technique is used in imitative and contrapuntal ways.  

In the first movement, players are occasionally asked to end a note by stopping with the 
tongue. This is indicated by a “#” symbol over a rest. These notes should be cut off precisely on 

the beat of the rest, as a way of rhythmically articulating the release of the note. 

Program Note: 
Nodes, branches, and loops are the three fundamental building blocks of all electric circuits. As 
I often find inspiration for my music in technology, I thought it would be interesting to sonically 
explore these fundamental concepts in individual movements: points of connection between 
two or more elements (nodes), the splitting of a path (branches), and closed paths (loops). Each 
movement begins with the same four-note motive staggered across the quartet, and it is up to 
the unique “concept” of each movement (with all of their technical and more general 
inferences) to take the music in different directions.  
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